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Illegality and Immorality in Iraq
I have found myself engaged in another tiresome and fruitless debate in the pages of the Irish Times about the illegality and immorality (or otherwise) of the war in Iraq, and I am left bemused, befuddled and of course outnumbered.  
There is a very large, noisy anti-war constituency in Ireland and many if not all other countries in the world.  Why, in America, not only are a majority against the war but a whole political party, the Democrats, are devoted almost exclusively to this cause and are likely to win the next presidential election on the strength of it.  
At least in America, the anti-war crowd are (relatively) honest about it.  They think America is losing, cannot win and so there is no point in expending further young lives and taxpayers’ treasure.  So what they want from America is withdrawal, which is a polite euphemism for retreat, which is a polite euphemism for defeat.  What happens in Iraq after that doesn’t concern or even interest them.  Just as they couldn’t have cared less about the South Vietnamese when they abandoned them in 1975, and so allowed Vietnam to become a Communist dictatorship that prevails to this day, and set the scene for the rape and genocide of next-door Cambodia by the Communists of the Khmer Rouge.  
Strange isn’t it, how their desires line up precisely with those of the insurgents and jihadists within Iraq and everywhere else on the globe.
· They too want those pesky infidel troops out of the way so that they can get on with the slaughter of their civilian fellow-Muslims without interference, and spared any danger to themselves.  
· With fewer adherents tied down in Iraq, the jihadists would also have freer range over the rest of the world, including the West.  
· And remember how in the last US presidential election the late Osama bin Laden (ie his Rory Bremner impersonator) campaigned for John Kerry , who largely as a result then promptly lost?  
· Well, he must be smiling now from the Tora Bora stone 
under which his ashes are smeared, as he simultaneously
ravishes his 70 white raisins in Paradise.  
· “I definitely know he cannot be in Afghanistan”, president Hamid Karzai helpfully remarked recently.  He’s right only if talking about a living breathing OBL.  
Outside America, the anti-war crowd have a slightly different focus.  First and foremost their objective is the unequivocal defeat of George Bush.  Then, it is the pubic humiliation of America.  Everything else is secondary.  Actually stopping a war from raging within Iraq does not feature anywhere, because not even they argue that withdrawal would be followed by the emergence of peaceful democratic politics in the mold of, say, New Zealand.  
The Protestant Archbishop of Dublin, John Neill, recently rambled, 
“Many people in Irish society were questioning, and for a while the Green Party were very much to the fore in questioning it, but I think as a nation there has not been sufficient questioning of these rendition flights and the link of Ireland with the war in Iraq, whether we like it or not ... I feel that the Irish Government have compromised themselves ... People will say that politics always has an element of compromise, but I believe one of the chief moral issues of today is the issue of war.”
This was quickly picked up in Ireland to mean that he was condemning the use of Shannon Airport not just for CIA rendition flights but for refuelling of US troop carriers to and from Iraq, which takes place on a daily basis.  
A case can certainly be made for keeping out rendition flights with their overtones of outsourced torture, but that was forgotten in the rush to embrace the archbishop as an anti-warrior who excoriates all use of Shannon by the US military (even though he restricted himself to rendition flights).  
An assortment of ex-MEPs and councillors from the Green Party jumped to congratulate the Archbishop for his “courageous” [sic!] criticism of the US military and to decry the complicity of the Irish Government, of which the Greens themselves are - ironically - a part, as well as the alleged silence of Catholic bishops.  This was followed by standard boilerplate about American illegality, immorality, plus responsibility for half a million Iraqi deaths (no doubt culled from the Lancet's fraudulent claims).  
I then pointed out that to object to the current Iraq war was to disdain the (sainted) UN, under whose Resolution 1723 - unanimously approved at the request of the legitimate Iraqi prime minister - the Americans were fighting.  Moreover, it is insurgents and jihadists, not the Americans, who are doing their best to kill innocent Iraqi children, women and men. The multinational forces are trying to protect them, in light of the 72% per cent of Iraqi adults who voted in December 2005 - in the face of enormous intimidation - for a new, democratic Iraq.
Therefore, Ireland should be proud of its small contribution in making Shannon available to the brave American soldiers as they try to help the Iraqis.  Those pursuing a policy of obstructionism should be ashamed of the additional loss of Iraqi life this could entail were they successful in thwarting the Americans. 
It was gratifying when these observations elicited a torrent of opprobrium, since this simply allowed me to expose further the venality of many Leftists’ antiwar arguments.  
· So enraged do they remain at George Bush’s “illegal and immoral” invasion that they seem unaware that a completely different conflict is now in progress.  If the original war was immoral and illegal because the UN failed to endorse it (though I would argue that there was plenty of endorsement), then the current war is moral and legal because of Resolution 1723.  They can’t have it both ways.  
· Then they flip back to children dying during the sanctions and no-fly zones, conveniently forgetting that it was the UN which mandated these because Saddam refused to implement the peace treaty he signed to stop the first Gulf war, and then ignored twelve years of UN mandatory disarmament resolutions.  Nevertheless, since they blame America for kids dying a decade ago, how dare Mr Bush try to protect Iraqis today.  Yes, I know.  It makes no sense to me either, unless the Leftists actually prefer that the insurgents and jihadists prevail rather than have Bush enjoy a success.  I guess they do.  
· The third argument thrown at me is even more ludicrous.  Iraq’s democracy (remember those 12m purple fingers?) is a newly established one and not fully functioning.  
These are, apparently, reasons that America should abandon it, despite Resolution 1723.  One correspondent even advised me that “there will not be a constitutional democracy in Iraq. There will be an Islamic state aligned with Iran”.  Talk about wishful thinking.  
I have transcribed the whole wretched debate here.  
Sadly, you have to conclude that the white, liberal, “anti-war” movement, whether here in Europe or across the Atlantic, is so consumed with its hatred of Mr Bush, America, the West and indeed itself, that only a rampant global jihad, starting in Iraq, will make it feel vindicated.  And to provide cover for this yearning for defeat and subjugation, they have to invert the meanings of words such as “illegality” and “immorality” as applied to Iraq.  
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In the great scheme of things, we Europeans are irrelevant since we spend so little on our own defence, always assuming that when push comes to shove, the Great Satan will once again rescue us from death and dest​ruction, as it did in the last century not twice but thrice (don’t forget its Cold War victory).  
Therefore, we should be grateful that those in the US who inhabit the Vast Left Wing Conspiracy - to coin a phrase -  don’t (yet) have the reins of power.  But let us fervently hope that in the likely event they do come to power in the not too distant future, the burden of executive responsibility, as opposed to the freedom of voluble rhetoric directed at the galleries of adoring fans, will exercise some restraint from their wilder impulses.  
That’s you I’m talking to, Hilary.  
John-Charles de Menezes, the 53rd Victim
The British recently released a 142-page report into how London’s Metropolitan Police Service mishandled the flow information to the public following the erroneous shooting of Jean Charles de Menezes on 22 July 2005.  He was the unfortunate Brazilian whom police mistook for a suicide bomber and killed, following failed attacks the day before, which themselves followed successful jihadist attacks two weeks earlier, on the Double-Seventh.  Those earlier attacks had murdered 52 innocents and injured or maimed a further 700.  
Tensions across the city were running high, the police were jumpy, their communications systems inadequate.  So they chased Mr Menendez onto an underground train, thinking he was yet another bomber, and shot him seven times in the head before he could detonate himself.  But, sadly, he turned out to be an innocent electrician going lawfully (albeit as an illegal immigrant) about his business.  
When the news of Mr de Menezes came out, 52 funerals and countless people still screaming in pain in hospital or learning they had lost limbs or were permanently crippled or disfigured, were instantly forgotten.  The only story was the police cock-up; public outrage reserved solely for the men in blue.   At least that was the hysterical storyline of the TV, newspapers and radio.  
The very next day, the police apologised for their fatal blunder, saying that “for somebody to lose [his] life in such circumstances is a tragedy and one that the Metropolitan Police Service regrets.”
Yet two years later, with the issue of this latest report, the overwhelmingly Leftist media are still at it.  Google “London Bombings“, and under News “Police slammed for Brazilian's killing“ comes up as the secondmost headline.  The broadsheets, tabloids, TV and radio can scarcely conceal their glee that the police have been caught doing something wrong, exacerbated by a bit of contemporaneous fibbing.  
· The Times: “Terror chief ‘should resign’ over Menezes shooting” 
· Washington Post: “Inquiry: London Police Withheld Info”
· Daily Mail: “Stockwell victim ‘had no chance to protest innocence’”
· Daily Telegraph: “Do you trust the Metropolitan Police?”
· Daily Mirror: “Menezes police chief ‘misled’ public”
Of course it is perfectly correct to hold the police to account when they wrongfully kill someone and then dissemble about it.  And it was, moreover, an unspeakable tragedy for young Mr de Menezes himself and his heartbroken family back in his Brazilian home village of Gonzaga.  
But where is the sense of perspective?  No-one believes that the police deliberately set out to slaughter an innocent foreign tradesman.  No-one seriously doubts that the police were in fact doing their best to thwart further fatal attacks and to catch the perpetrators, and prepared to risk their own lives to protect the general public.  In such volatile circumstances as prevailed during July 2005, mistakes made in good faith would have been par for the course and should be accepted as such.  Friendly fire, if you will.  
Be angry by all means.  But direct the anger at the proper target.  
The people to be enraged about are not the police.  It is the jihadists, who cold-bloodedly planned and carried out the attacks on 7th and 21st July, in the adolescent, sexually-perverted belief that Allah would reward them in heaven with the nookie they couldn’t get on earth.  They and their mentors need to be relentlessly tracked down and neutralised.  
Mr de Menenez was simply their 53rd victim.  Those who joyously seek to blame the police for his death are in fact excusing the true murderers.  They behave as if they would really rather the jihadists won the current war and just got on with their convert/enslave/kill agenda.  Don’t they realise that they themselves are already on the menu just like the rest of us?
With the unbelievable brouhaha over one mistaken death (whilst ignoring the other 52),  you once again have to wonder why the Left seem so keen for jihadists to win the current war

Diary of Botched 2007 UK Bombings
Two years have passed since the jihadist events of July 2005 in London
But, as someone once said in 1995 about different terrorists, they haven't gone away, y'know.  And they won’t, anytime soon.  
Their latest attempted outrages, thankfully botched, took place at the end of June 2007.  Jihadists attempted to blow up London’s Tiger Tiger nightclub on a Thursday evening, and it should have been no surprise to discover that this was the weekly Lady’s Night.  The victims were to be not just infidels, but infidel whores - a double whammy.  But the car bomb never detonated.  
So shortly afterwards two of them drove a Jeep-bomb into the plate glass window of Glasgow Airport’s main concourse, but so pathetically they couldn’t even penetrate the glass.  And then the cargo of gas-filled canisters also failed to blow up.  So one of [image: image2.jpg]Iraqis vote,
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the Islamic would-be bombers, in best Buddhist tradition, poured petrol over himself and lit a match.  
Now, finally: click for the “true”, unexpurgated inside story about these attempts to do Allah’s bidding in London and Glasgow, by their prime perpetrator and apparent “diarist”, Dr Khalid Ahmed.  After the events, he took up residence at Scotland’s Royal Alexander Hospital, where NHS infidels treated him for his self-inflicted 90% burns, at a taxpayer cost of £30,000 a day.  But he succumbed to his injuries a week ago, which was a shame since he escaped forty years of incarceration.  
In the said must-read “diary“, he seemingly left one comment which was particularly apposite and rueful: “Well, that didn’t work out so great”.  
Hattip: Mark Humphrys
Meanwhile, for selfless courage in helping arrest Dr Ahmed and his pal Bilal Abdullah, Glasgow Airport baggage handler John Smeaton has been awarded Britain’s highest honour.  Forget knighthoods and peerages: 1,400 pints of beer lie waiting for him at his local pub.  Use this link to add to this total if you wish.  
North Pole; East Russia; West Bank
Early this month, the Russians told us they had launched a couple of mini submarines with manipulator arms through a hole in the ice not far from the North Pole and sent them down 4,261 metres to the seabed.  There, somewhere close to the Pole, they said they had planted a Russian flag, made of indestructible titanium.  Then, providing a photo as “evidence”, they announced they were now entitled to all the subterranean riches between that point and the Siberian coast in Eastern Russia, a vast million-square-kilometre triangle formerly considered to be a chunk of stateless international real estate.  
Now of course, nobody really knows whether the Ruskies are telling the truth and the photo could have been snapped anywhere.  They could just as easily be launching the story for a bit of divilment and/or muscle-flexing.  
Nevertheless, the event brought forth a lot of bluster (see quote below) and hot air from Canada and the US, which also border the North Pole, but they clearly don’t know what to do about it.  Doing nothing may well result in Russia’s claim being in due course accepted on a de-facto basis, which would doubtless be followed by a rush by the remaining bordering states to claim their respective pieces.  And the UN will provide the rubber stamp.  
This could raise an interesting legal situation with a precedent extending well beyond the frozen, watery, peopleless, barren north.    As far, in fact, as certain sweltering, arid, populated, often blooming deserts.  In the Middle East for example.  
For if, by simply staking a claim to a piece of ground on the basis of statelessness and a flag, a UN state can acquire that soil as part of its own sovereign territory, it would be hard to deny Israel the same courtesy in the stateless West Bank.  So if ever the Palestinians had a case to accelerate the  creation in the West Bank and Gaza of their own second state (after Jordan), it should be the thought that the West Bank may have, thanks to Russian antics, potentially become fair game for any member of the UN with a Star of David flag, titanium or otherwise, and a camera.  
But of course who, in that seething hotbed of anti-Semitic vitriol known as the UN, is ever going to allow what many of them fondly describe as the “pigs and apes” to get away with any such thing?  Certainly not the Russians.  

Week 159’s Letter to the Press

Three letters this time, of which two to the Irish Times about Iraq, were published, as part of a heated exchange (which, naturally, I think I won).  They are also the subject of this week’s lead post.  
· Time for a coup d'état
To the Irish Independent
Sir, - Out of Ireland’s adult population of 3.4 million, not all of whom are drivers, there are - as Kevin Myers astutely points out (August 7th) - no fewer than 400,000 provisional licence holders, and no political party has attempted to change this arrangement.  
The reason is that those people are voters who constitute a potential bloc of some 12%, which renders the problem utterly intractable for a democratic society.  For you can be sure they will be galvanised to vote into oblivion any politicians or parties daring to threaten in a serious way this bloc’s unique privilege of driving without proven competence.  
It seems to me, therefore, that the only solution is a coup d’état to install a benign but stern dictator with vision and drive, who will unilaterally fix this and similar problems (eg drink-driving) with no mandate from anyone but our magnificent generals, and who would then, his/her job done, graciously hand back power to democrats and a grateful, forelock-hugging populace.  
Where can I find an application form? - Yours etc, 
This letter is based on a blog post 
from last April, “Problems - When Huge - Become Democratically Insoluble“
· Role of Shannon in Iraq War P!
To the Irish Times
Madam, - In their attack on my views, your correspondents Fr Declan Deane and Martin Noone seem to have thrown logic out of the window (Letters, August 3rd).    
Firstly, if the original invasion of Iraq was illegal and immoral because it did not have UN support, then the current war is legal and moral because it is scrupulously in line with a UN mandate, Resolution 1723.  They cannot have it both ways.  
Secondly, even if (which I would deny) additional Iraqi civilian deaths were the result of the pre-war America-enforced UN no-fly zones and sanctions, rather than of Saddam’s non-compliance with the numerous mandatory UN resolutions which prompted them, where’s the relevance?  That phase is long over.  America today is attempting, however ineptly, to protect innocent Iraqi civilians against insurgents and jihadists.  Why would your correspondents, and for that matter Archbishop Neill, Patricia McKenna and other Greens feel this is somehow wrong?   They seem to prefer that the insurgents and jihadists prevail.  
Thirdly, Mr Noone dismisses Iraq as a constitutional democracy merely because it is new and struggling.  How is this an argument for abandoning it?  If the war is too difficult to win, as many Americans and others now seem to believe, then by all means run away, emulating America in Vietnam and the USSR in Afghanistan.  But don’t pretend that what US and other Coalition forces are doing today in Iraq is not in a noble cause.  - Yours etc, 
Fr Deane and Mr Noone were responding
 to my letter below of 1st August 2007
· Shannon’s Role in Iraq War P!
To the Irish Times
Madam, - How shocking that Green Party luminaries including former MEP Patricia McKenna (July 31st) should hold the United Nations in such evident disdain that they wish Ireland to cease co-operating with the implementation of one of its most prominent resolutions. They similarly have such little regard for one of the Arab world’s few constitutional democracies that they likewise would wish to impede its legitimate Government’s desire for foreign assistance in trying to bring security to its beleaguered people.
The multinational force in Iraq, led by the Americans, is operating in accordance with last November’s UN Resolution 1723, valid until the end of this year, which the Security Council approved unanimously at the request of the Iraqi prime minister.
Furthermore, critics should remind themselves that it is insurgents and jihadists, not the Americans, who are doing their best to kill innocent Iraqi children, women and men. The multinational forces are trying to protect them, in light of the 72[*] per cent of Iraqi adults who voted in December 2005 - in the face of enormous intimidation - for a new, democratic Iraq.
Ireland should be proud of its small contribution in making Shannon available to the brave American soldiers as they try to help the Iraqis. Ms McKenna and her cohorts should be ashamed of their obstructionism and the additional loss of Iraqi life this could entail were they successful in thwarting the Americans. - Yours, etc,
[*]According to the CIA, there are 16,651,180 Iraqis over the age of 14 years.  
The 12m who voted represent 72% of this.  
In fact since the voting age is 18 not 15,
 the actual percentage is even higher than 72%.
See the full exchange on this subject below

Quotes of Week 159
Quote: “Of course I identify with Christian values but what have those got to do with going to bed with a prostitute? This is a private matter. Are you saying that I cannot be ... a good husband just because ... I had a little adventure?”
Cosimo Mele, of Italy’s Christian Democrat UDC party, parliamentary deputy for Brindisi, 
after admitting adultery with two prostitutes.  

The Sixth Commandment, 
“Thou shalt not commit adultery”, 
is a Christian value.
The Eighth Commandment, 
“Thou shalt not steal”, is another: 
Mr Mele was jailed in 1999 for taking bribes.  
Quote: “This isn’t the 15th century. You can’t go around the world and just plant flags and say ‘We’re claiming this territory’,” 

Canadian Foreign Minister Peter MacKay gets upset 
because Russia has put a claim on a huge triangle beneath the North Pole

See also my own comment above.

Quote: “He’s a completely normal five-year-old.  Yet he’s completely obsessed with the game at the minute, he loves it.”
Mark Quinn of the Irish Chess Union, 
commenting on child chess prodigy Shane Melaugh from Donegal, who, 
though he’s not yet even learnt to read or write,
is a member of Ireland’s 
Under-12s international chess team.

“I love it [chess] up to heaven”, he says
============

	THE IRISH TIMES HOSTS 
INANE DEFENCE OF LETHAL INSURGENT AND JIHADIST ACTIVITY IN IRAQ 
BY “ANTI-WAR”** WHITE LIBERALS 
**Anti-War these days means pro-war-pro-the-other-side

	ORIGINAL ARTICLE WHICH SPARKED DEBATE IN THE IRISH TIMES
US use of Shannon 'moral compromise' - C of I prelate - Thursday, 26th July, 2007
The Government has been accused of compromising itself morally in allowing the US military use Shannon airport by the Church of Ireland Archbishop of Dublin Most Rev John Neill, writes Patsy McGarry, [Irish Times] Religious Affairs Correspondent.
The archbishop also said he found it “extraordinary” the Green Party “were able to swallow it in the end”.
In an extensive interview in the current issue of Hot Press, the archbishop describes the HSE as “a monster that will inhibit any Minister from making any real progress” in reforming the health service and criticises the decision to locate a new national children’s hospital “virtually in the inner city” of Dublin.
He said “a ‘Love Ulster’ campaign in Dublin is asking for trouble” and he was “very unconvinced that it should take place”.
The archbishop said he was “confused, as are most people” about the Taoiseach’s finances, but didn’t see “a very lavish lifestyle” where the Taoiseach was concerned.
He felt “anybody in public life has to be very transparent in all their dealings - and has to give clear answers when they’re challenged.”
On Shannon, Archbishop Neill said: “I feel very strongly that economic links to America have made us very blind to the moral issues.
“Many people in Irish society were questioning, and for a while the Green Party were very much to the fore in questioning it, but I think as a nation there has not been sufficient questioning of these rendition flights and the link of Ireland with the war in Iraq, whether we like it or not.”
He added: “I feel that the Irish Government have compromised themselves.
“People will say that politics always has an element of compromise, but I believe one of the chief moral issues of today is the issue of war.”
As to the Greens going into coalition with Fianna Fáil, considering their stance on Shannon, he said: “I am not a member of any political party and I have never been a supporter of either of those two political parties, but at the same time stable government is something people are seeking.
He said the Church of Ireland had been “compromised very seriously in the past in Northern Ireland through its links, apparent rather than actual, with the Orange Order” and that this was “very unfortunate and very damaging to us [members] in the Republic.” He had “very little sympathy” for the way Drumcree was not handled more firmly in the mid 1990s.
On pre-marital sex he felt “the ideal - and right place - is for sex within marriage but I certainly would not condemn anybody in a loving relationship”.
Abortion was “totally justifiable” in cases of rape and incest and he believed civil partnership, but not marriage, should be allowed where homosexual couples were concerned.
On the issue currently dividing the worldwide Anglican Communion, the ordination of a gay bishop in the US, he said that if such an event took place in Ireland: “I think it would split the Church [of Ireland] from top to bottom.”

	LEFTISH OUTLOOK
	RIGHTISH OUTLOOK

	ARCHBISHOP'S CRITICISM OF SHANNON ROLE IN IRAQ WAR 
- 31st July 2007
Madam , - We, the Green Party members listed below, would like to congratulate Archbishop John Neill on his courageous and thought-provoking criticism of the US military and CIA use of Shannon airport. The Archbishop’s words have not only drawn attention to one of the most morally unacceptable political scandals in the history of the Irish State, but has also highlighted the deafening silence of other churches and their failure to speak out for the victims of war and military aggression.
The silence of the Catholic bishops on the Irish Government’s complicity in the Iraq war does a great disservice to their congregation and the many clergy who have actively campaigned against this illegal war. We are deeply saddened by, and feel a certain moral responsibility for, our party’s failure thus far to have one of its key principles - opposition to war - included in the programme for government. We believe the continued US abuse of Irish neutrality is morally and politically wrong.
We hope the archbishop’s words will encourage others, particularly within the Catholic Church and the political establishment, to speak out.
Why must international peace always be the first casualty in political compromises? Peace was achieved in Northern Ireland by political courage and by the abandonment of guns, bombs and killing machines. The credibility and integrity of the Irish people are at stake if we promote peace at home and wars abroad.
The Iraq war has probably caused the deaths of over half-a-million people so far, including over a quarter-of-a-million children. Iraqi children are dying so that Irish children can benefit from American investment and jobs in Ireland.
Ireland is currently complicit in these crimes against the wishes of the Irish people. We believe that in a referendum on this issue Irish people would vote against our territory being misused for such unjust and immoral purposes. But even if a majority supported Ireland’s participation in the Iraq war, it is still inherently wrong. The killing of innocent people can never be in the long-term interests of the Irish people. - Yours, etc,
PATRICIA McKENNA (former MEP), Cllr Niall O’BROLCHAIN, Cllr CHRIS O’LEARY, Cllr BETTY DORAN, Cllr MALCOLM NOONAN, EDWARD HORGAN, KRISTINA McELROY, ANITA CURTIS, c/o Newtown, Castletroy, Limerick.
Madam, - What a pleasant surprise to read the comments of Most Rev John Neill, Church of Ireland Archbishop of Dublin. In very few words he had the courage to highlight the lack of moral conscience among our present political leaders.
I feel very let down by Messrs Gormley and Sargent. I really thought these were the sort of people we needed to inject some moral fibre into the Government. How stupid was that? - Yours, etc,
E JACKSON, Foulksmills, Co Wexford.
Madam, - Well done to the Archbishop of Dublin, the Most Rev Dr Neill, on the Hot Press interview reported in last Thursday’s edition. His candour is encouraging and he certainly ticks a lot of boxes.
It’s possible - though I’m sure this was not necessarily his intention - that it will do his church a power of good in the long term. When you think of it, we are being constantly bombarded in our daily lives to switch our various service providers. - Yours, etc,
ARTHUR DUNNE, Blackrock, Co Dublin.
	SHANNON'S ROLE IN IRAQ WAR - 
1st August 2007
Madam, - How shocking that Green Party luminaries including former MEP Patricia McKenna (July 31st) should hold the United Nations in such evident disdain that they wish Ireland to cease co-operating with the implementation of one of its most prominent resolutions. They similarly have such little regard for one of the Arab world’s few constitutional democracies that they likewise would wish to impede its legitimate Government’s desire for foreign assistance in trying to bring security to its beleaguered people.
The multinational force in Iraq, led by the Americans, is operating in accordance with last November’s UN Resolution 1723, valid until the end of this year, which the Security Council approved unanimously at the request of the Iraqi prime minister.
Furthermore, critics should remind themselves that it is insurgents and jihadists, not the Americans, who are doing their best to kill innocent Iraqi children, women and men. The multinational forces are trying to protect them, in light of the 72[*] per cent of Iraqi adults who voted in December 2005 - in the face of enormous intimidation - for a new, democratic Iraq.
Ireland should be proud of its small contribution in making Shannon available to the brave American soldiers as they try to help the Iraqis. Ms McKenna and her cohorts should be ashamed of their obstructionism and the additional loss of Iraqi life this could entail were they successful in thwarting the Americans. - Yours, etc,
TONY, Dublin
[*]According to the CIA, 
there are 16,651,180 Iraqis 
over the age of 14 years.  
The 12m who voted 
represent 72% of this.  
In fact since the voting age 
is 18 not 15, 
the actual percentage 
is even higher than 72%.

	ROLE OF SHANNON IN IRAQ WAR - 3rd August 2007
Madam, - Tony Allwright (August 1st) professes to be proud that Ireland “is making Shannon available to the brave American soldiers as they try to help the Iraqis”. Mr Allwright is an example of that weird sector of Irish society that equates being “pro-American” with a readiness to endorse the worst excesses of a US administration which has long since lost credibility with its own people.
He must surely be aware that citizens of the US have turned en masse against the occupation of Iraq. Furthermore, Americans are usually aghast when I tell them that Ireland - despite its international image and recent experience of the futility of violence - is currently lending a hand to the lunatic adventurism of President Bush.
The immorality of Ireland’s stance has rightly been castigated by Archbishop Neill, as it should be by all people of conscience. - Yours, etc,
(Fr) DECLAN DEANE, All Saints Parish, Hayward, California, USA.
Madam, - Tony Allwright finds it “shocking” that a group of Green Party members, in their criticism of the military use of Shannon by the Bush regime in its illegal war on Iraq (July 31st), “hold the United Nations in such evident disdain” and “have such little regard for one of the Arab world’s few constitutional democracies”.
Mr Allwright speaks of this “constitutional democracy” as if it were a long-established, fully functioning one. He also points out that “the multinational force in Iraq, led by the Americans, is operating in accordance with last November’s UN resolution 1723.”
Memories have grown short: it seems necessary to remind supporters of the Bush regime, such as Mr Allwright, that the UN was the very same institution so flagrantly ignored and sidelined by the US in its illegal invasion of Iraq in 2003, which amounted to an act of aggression, defined by international law as “the use of force by one state against another, not justified by self-defence or other legally recognised exceptions”.
Mr Allwright continues by saying that “critics should remind themselves that it is insurgents and jihadists, not the Americans, who are doing their best to kill innocent Iraqi children, women and men”. Supporters of the Bush regime should remind themselves that American and UN sanctions and enforcement of “no-fly zones” have claimed the lives of men, women and in particular, children. In a recent study Unicef found that between 1991 and 1998, 500,000 Iraqi children above the expected death rate died from the effects of UN- and American-enforced sanctions. The then US ambassador to the UN, Madeline Albright, commented that “the price is worth it”.
Mr Allwright blindly asserts that “Ireland should be proud of its small contribution in making Shannon available to the brave American soldiers as they try to help the Iraqis”. It is not with pride that future history books will record our actions, but calamity and shame for colluding with the US in its illegal war, a war which it is losing. If there is any pride to be felt, it is by former MEP Patricia McKenna and her colleagues for taking a stand against the military use of Shannon by the Bush regime. - Yours, etc,
MARTIN J. NOONE, Donaghmore, Navan, Co Meath.
	ROLE OF SHANNON IN IRAQ WAR - 4th August 2007
Madam, - In their attack on my views, your correspondents Fr Declan Deane and Martin Noone seem to have thrown logic out of the window (Letters, August 3rd).    
Firstly, if the original invasion of Iraq was illegal and immoral because it did not have UN support, then the current war is legal and moral because it is scrupulously in line with a UN mandate, Resolution 1723.  They cannot have it both ways.  
Secondly, even if (which I would deny) additional Iraqi civilian deaths were the result of the pre-war America-enforced UN no-fly zones and sanctions, rather than of Saddam’s non-compliance with the numerous mandatory UN resolutions which prompted them, where’s the relevance?  That phase is long over.  America today is attempting, however ineptly, to protect innocent Iraqi civilians against insurgents and jihadists.  Why would your correspondents, and for that matter Archbishop Neill, Patricia McKenna and other Greens feel this is somehow wrong?   They seem to prefer that the insurgents and jihadists prevail.  
Thirdly, Mr Noone dismisses Iraq as a constitutional democracy merely because it is new and struggling.  How is this an argument for abandoning it?  If the war is too difficult to win, as many Americans and others now seem to believe, then by all means run away, emulating America in Vietnam and the USSR in Afghanistan.  But don’t pretend that what US and other Coalition forces are doing today in Iraq is not in a noble cause.  - Yours etc, 
TONY, Dublin 

	ROLE OF SHANNON IN IRAQ WAR - 9th August 2007
Madam, - Tony Allwright (August 4th) berates those who call for an end to the misuse of Shannon to aid the US fiasco in Iraq. He cites as justification the 72 per cent of Iraqis who voted for a constitutional democracy.
A poll carried out by the Washington Post in September 2006 showed 73 per cent of Iraqis saying they would feel safer if the US and other foreign troops left Iraq; 65 per cent favoured an immediate withdrawal. A poll published last week by World Public Opinion shows that these figures remain the same. A notable addition is that nearly half those polled favour attacks on US troops.
How many more people have to die before the Bush apologists are convinced?
There will not be a constitutional democracy in Iraq. There will be an Islamic state aligned with Iran. That is the reward for this ill-considered exercise in futility. - Yours, etc,
LARRY WHITE, Mooncoin, Co Kilkenny.
	 


“Well, That Didn’t Work Out So Great”
Iowahawk Guest Commentary By Kahlid Ahmed, MD
Board-Certified Gastroenterologist and former Jihad Associate, al Qaeda UK
Ever have “one of those days?” Sure, all of us go through the occasional rough patch, but I swear there are times when I think Allah must really have it in for me. I mean, I know the “Big Guy” is supposed to have a sense of humor, but do I always have to be the punchline?

Take for example this last week. A few mates and I had been planning a big martyrdom weekend for quite a while; it’s something we first began discussing a few years ago in medical school back in Amman. We were sitting around the dorm eating pizza, cramming for a big anatomy final, when Ali said “you know, after graduation, we should get together for something really big.” We talked about a fishing trip to Canada or something, but most of the guys thought that sounded pretty boring. Abdul suggested a golf weekend in Cancun, but the all-inclusives there can get pretty pricey in-season. Hassan (who’s really into motorcycles) suggested renting Harleys and going to Sturgis for the Biker Rally, but we heard that crowd can get pretty rowdy. 

Anyhoo, Achmed finally says, “how about packing cars with explosives and killing hundreds of random infidels in a coordinated series of gigantic fireballs?” And we’re like, fuckin’ A! Not only would it be an awesome bonding experience (with plenty of Paradise poontang, LOL), we would be doing a valuable community service. Okay, so we high-fived and made a solemn promise that we’d target two years after graduation for the big weekend prank blowout.

I know how it usually goes with these kinds of fraternity things; what with starting up a medical practice, honor killing obligations, and starting a family, it’s easy to lose touch with the old school buddies. But this thing -- our thing -- was serious, you know? Thanks to email we were able to keep in touch and keep the plan going. As luck would have it, we all won Achmedinijad scholarships to do our residencies in England for the National Health Service. We got our families together most every weekend for backyard cookouts and self-flagellation and TV football matches. Afterwards me and the other guys would slip out to the garage for cigars, and to pack shrapnel. 

So okay, the big weekend arrives, and the guys come over to my place bright and early, everybody’s jazzed about rolling up some kufr carnage. All the propane tanks and propellant and nail cannisters are ready to go. I look at Ali and say, “okay mate, back up your car to the garage and I’ll start loading it up.” He gets this dumbstruck look on his face and says, “my car? I thought Hassan was going to do the martyrdom.” And then Hassan does a massive spit-take with his tea, and he’s like, “whoa dude, I rigged the cell phones, I didn’t agree to blow up. I thought Mohammed was going to do the blowing up.” Then Mohammed’s like, “don’t look at me, pal, I thought I was just providing the spiritual guidance. Plus my car’s in the shop for transmission work.” From there it just descended into this big shouting match. Holy frickin’ prophet, two years of planning this prank and now everybody wants to pussy out on the actual martyrdom.

Long story short, we decided to draw straws. And guess who wins? Yep, yours truly, good old sucker Khalid, the same guy with a pile of charge card receipts for petrol and propane and hardware. The same guy who ended up having to host two thirds of the martyrdom planning parties at HIS house, because his good old college “pals” always have some convenient excuse about “kitchen remodeling” or “MI6 surveillance,” and never lift a finger to help clean up the empty bottles or paper plates or the C5 mess. Well, you know what they say: no good deed goes unpunished. Then the other short straw get pulled by Bilal, and I’m like, oh, great. Now I’ll be banging some celestial virgin with that wanker looking over my shoulder. 

So, I’m like, “okay, whose donating the cars?” And these dicks just look around at each other, and ANOTHER big argument breaks out, because “I still have 28 payments left,” or “it’s due for a tyre rotation,” or some other lame excuse. So we draw straws again to pick the explosion cars, and guess who wins? Yup, my Benz, the same fucking car I just paid £129.95 to have detailed. So I go to the house and tell my wife Jumanah about the whole deal, and here it comes -- The Look. complete with the whole exasperated eye roll and head shake. I swear, if her dad wasn’t my uncle, I’d be tempted to smack that irritating sneer right off her face. So she’s like, “fine, go have your fun with your lazy jihad buddies and your 72 virgins. Just leave me the keys to the Jeep so I can get groceries.”

After that, I guess I was pretty much ready to get it over with. I called up the office and had them cancel the rest of my patient appointments for the day and drove the Benz to London, which incidentally cost me another £40 for gas and tolls. When I got to Picadilly and parked in front of the nightclub and called Achmed on my cell to let ‘er rip. Nothing. I sat there waiting 3 minutes waiting for the cell phone detonator to go off, nothing. I saw a cop walking toward the Benz, so I hopped out and started booking it and almost got run over by a double decker. I got on the Tube, thinking I was safe, but then all the stupid racist kufrs started giving me the stinkeye because apparently they’re freaked by panting Arabs smelling of gasoline. I got out in Ealing and went to the mosque where the other guys were supposed to be, and they’re all standing around like a bunch of sheepish idiots. So I’m like, “WTF? What happened with the detonation?” 

Get this: Mohammed, whose only job it was to call in a simple fucking detonation code, switched his cell carrier to get the new iPhone and forgot to transfer his goddamn detonation contact list. So I’m like, “how about Bilal? Did he explode? Please tell me exploded.” The dopey expressions around the room told me otherwise. Faaaack. Now there’s NO dead infidels, NO horny virgins, and I’m out one leased Mercedes with a £12,000 balloon payment. 

So I go, “here’s the deal guys. I just put my ass on the martrydom line, and it was Allah’s will that it didn’t happen. So why don’t we just call it good, and try again in another two years.” Crissakes, you would have thought I just took a dump in their falafel. They started talking about “Ummah Pride,” and “giving it all for ol’ Central Jordan U..” 

So I said fine, let’s draw straws again. Because, hey, what are the odds of me pulling martyrdom duty twice in a row?  Guess I should have been a stat major, because there I was holding the short stick again. When Bilal pulled the other short stick, I just went ahead and volunteered my Jeep because I figured the way this day was going it was gonna get blown up one way or the other.

When Bilal and I got back to my house Jumanah had just gotten back from Tesco and was unloading groceries. “I thought you were supposed to be in Paradise by now,” she said, in that stupid irritating voice.  “Change of plans,” I said. “We need to head up to Glasgow to blow up the airport.”

Here it came again. The Look.

“Um, and we need to use the Jeep.”  

The Look X 2.

“And our faces are all over the TV, so we need you to drive us.”

I won’t even bother trying to describe her face at that point. We loaded up the rest of the explosive cannisters in the back of the Jeep and headed north on the M1 in the middle of the out-of-town holiday rush traffic. Jumanah pretty much seethed the entire way, complaining about the traffic and the gasoline fumes. Needless to say when we finally got to Glasgow and dropped her off at a roadside cafe, I was pretty much geared up for the sweet release of death. 

Okay, so Bilal and I get psyched up, check all the equipment to make sure it’s ready for a big boom, point the Jeep at the terminal, and mash the throttle. I’m shouting “Allahu Akbar,” and Bilal’s shouting “Allahu Akbar” and “Go Martyrs” just like the old pep squad days at CJU. And I’m thinking, “oil up them virgins Allah, ‘cause Dr. K’s luck is about to change.” BAAAAM! Right into the glass. 

I was probably out for a two, three seconds. Bilal and I peeled our broken noses out of the airbags, which meant we were still alive, which meant the goddamn cannisters didn’t explode, again. Maybe we went through into the terminal and killed some infidels, I thought, then I saw we hadn’t made it in more than a couple inches into the terminal. I mean, WTF? The Jeep salesman kept going on about how the Jeep was this awesome unstoppable American SUV that crusader cowboys use to bulldoze their way through mountain forests, with an easy payment plan, and the damn thing can’t make it through a bloody plate glass window. I restart the engine and now the piece of shit just sits there spinning the tyres. “All wheel traction,” my arse.

Okay, plan B. Bilal and I start pushing backup detonation buttons and cell codes. A couple of pops, but they were all duds. Then I see the cops coming at me. 

As Allah is my witness, I really can’t explain what happened next; maybe it was stress, or confusion, or frustration. Whatever the reason, I decided it was a reasonable idea at that point to pour a can of petrol over my head and hit the Bic. 

Here’s a handy health tip from Doctor K: if you ever get a wild urge to start yourself on fire, sit down and relax until it goes away. Because (A) it’s not a particularly useful method for killing infidels, and (B) it. hurts. like. a. motherfucker. So much that I almost enjoyed the distraction those high-pressure water canons and getting my lights punched out by that crazy mumble-mouthed Scottish baggage handler. 

By the way, did I mention I also started the Jeep on fire? Only 37 more payments of £438 to go.

After that, I really didn’t mind getting bludgeoned by those angry bagpipers. The sound was horrible, but at least they got the rest of the flames out. I was almost relieved when the cops were cuffing me face down on the pavement, because by that point I was pretty much reconsidering this whole college martyrdom pledge prank thIng and I figured the worst was over. 

No such luck. Here’s another handy health tip from Doctor K: if your skin is half melted and bubbly hot, avoid laying down on any surfaces that aren’t Teflon coated. And please note: the Glasgow sidewalks aren’t.

After a half hour with a spatula and ten cans of Pam, the cops finally got 95% or so of me peeled off the sidewalk. I looked down at my legs and realized that I’ll be saving a lot of money on clothes from now on, because I’m sporting a permanent pair of melted-on black polyester trousers. 

And then the kicker: I looked down at my package and noticed “Little Khalid” was AWOL. As they were loading me into the the police wagon I glanced back over my shoulder and saw what was was left of him charbroiling on the sidewalk. Then one of the bomb sniffing dogs gobbled him down like a snausage. A fat lot of good those 72 virgin are going to me now.

Final box score:  I’m out one Mercedes, one Jeep, £2000 in miscellaneous bomb materials, three layers of skin, and one very low-mileage penis. Infidels killed: nil. So the next time you want to bitch to me about how bad your day is going, don’t expect a lot of sympathy.

Well, gotta go. The interrogators are coming, and afterwards I’ve got an appointment to have my arse skin grafted on to my face. But I will leave you with one more handy tip from Doctor K: no matter how many virgins they promise, don’t ever join a fraternity.
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