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Gordon Brown's Phoney Anglicisation
So he's finally made it.  He's now Prime Minster Gordon Brown.  He's waited ten long years, or thirteen if you start counting from that infamous Granita lunch in 1994, when he foolishly ceded the Labour Party leadership to Tony Blair.  
And everyone hates him, so I hope he enjoys the new job in the few years allotted before he's booted out either by his own party or the electorate.  
South of Hadrian's Wall, where most of the voters live, they hate him because he is dour, they hate him because he's Scottish.  And he has no answer to the West Lothian question: why should Scottish MPs pontificate and legislate on English-only matters when English MPs, thanks to Scottish devolution, can't return the compliment on Scottish-only matters?  
Over the years, he has made many pathetic attempts to show he cares about England (as if any Scot ever did!).  
· The subtext of all this “our country” phraseology that he has become so fond of uttering is “I mean England too, not just Scotland, honest”.  
· [image: image1.jpg]


Last year he made a bit of a show of pretending to hope that England would win the soccer World Cup.  It was a  perfectly safe aspiration since England never had a chance of winning, but Mr Brown was the only Scot who expressed such treason.  Scotland's teenage tennis prodigy Andy Murray, for example, instantly lost England's support at Wimbledon forevermore after he pronounced that he was an ABE supporter - Anyone But England.  But he was only saying what every one of his countrymen was fervently hoping.  
Mr Brown's latest wheeze to try to woo Englishmen is to change his accent.  Have you noticed how decidedly less Scottish, softer, slower and quieter he is sounding these days?  In other words how he is attempting to become English?  Of course he might be trying to emulate the way the Duke of Wellington famously denied his Irishness by observing, in impeccable Oxford tones, “Being born in a stable does not make one a horse”.  But somehow, I don't think Mr Brown is really trying to abnegate that he is Scottish, just bamboozle ignorant English voters into thinking so.  
Watch this clip of his first speech as prime minister, outside 10 Downing Street.  Ignore the switching head suggesting he is watching Tim Henman lose at Wimbledon, and the self-conscious smirk that fleetingly flashes (at Minute 3:50) and as quickly vanishes.  Concentrate on the accent and the language.  Isn't he very much the serious Englishman?  Well, almost.
You can contrast this with earlier clips of speech recorded over thirty years ago as illustrated in a recent article in The Times ...
As prime minister, he said he would, as his school motto demanded, “try my hardest” in his new job, and I have no doubt he will, and trying his hardest to make himself seem English is probably the biggest single challenge.  His nervous performance at his first Prime Ministers Questions on 4th July, with his plaintive “I've only been in the job five days!”, are marks of someone doing his best, albeit a little out of his depth.  
But I'm sure he will be better as a prime minister than as an Englishman, though this will not save him from the electoral wrath of genuine Englishmen.  Meanwhile, let him enjoy his honeymoon, his calm before the storm.  
I wish him well.  Actually, I don't.  

Legitimately Rejecting Legitimate Electoral Results
Ever since Hamas, to everyone's relief, engineered the release, after four months captivity, of kidnapped BBC journalist Alan Johnston in Gaza, it has been enjoying a degree of unaccustomed respectability in the West and Arab worlds.  Soft comments by politicians are accompanied by equally soft pieces in organs such as the BBC.  The word has gone out: go easy on Hamas.  Don't mention 
· their de-facto coup d'état in Gaza last month, 
· or the Fatah bureaucrats they gaily flung from high buildings or beat to death on TV or kneecapped, 
· or Israeli soldier Gilud Shilat whom they still hold, having kidnapped him a year ago, triggering a nasty little war.  
This comes to the considerable relief of many uncritical Palestinian apologists, who argue that since Hamas were democratically elected in Gaza and the West Bank, in a fair ballot blessed by the sainted Jimmy Carter, the West should deal with them, uncritically and unconditionally, as the legitimate representatives of the Palestinians.  You wanted democracy, they cry, you've got it, and now you don't want to respect the result because you don't like the winners.  
This is to completely miss the point.  
No-one has to “like” the result of any fair election anywhere.  Indeed, in most democracies, a huge minority do not “like” the result because they voted for a rival (and sometimes, as in George Bush's first election, even the majority dislike the outcome).  The point is one not of “liking” but of legitimacy, which is why we accept electoral outcomes even if we don't like them.  For example, in the US the perennial political mood music is one where many Republicans bear an abiding hatred for Democrats, which is lustily reciprocated.  So opponents spend their time trying to disparage and dislodge and discredit incumbents, or sometimes simply ignoring them in malice, which is all part of the daily fun of democratic politics everywhere.  
Hamas' legitimate election has had a profound affect on how the world views the Palestinian people.  Hitherto, a strong case could always be made that the destructive behaviour of the Palestinians was in reality that of its self-declared dictatorial leaders rather than of the people themselves.  Thus their support for the Nazis, anti-Semitism, suicide bombing of civilians, and their failure to grasp serial offers for a second state of their own (1937, 1948, 1967, 2000) in addition to Jordan, could be laid at the door of their venal presidents (Yasser Arafat and co).    
The popular election of Hamas, however, changes that.  Hamas openly calls for the violent obliteration of Israel and Jews through Jihad.  Moreover, it refuses to foreswear violence or to honour previous agreements made by the Palestinian Authority.  Thus, since the Palestinians voted for Hamas, it is for the first time the majority of the Palestinian people themselves who are now demanding the destruction of Israel and repudiation of previous concords.  
So of course the rest of the (civilised) world cannot accept this, and it is utterly logical and proper that the West's free gifts of vast amounts of money cease, and that any talks with Hamas be conducted extremely tentatively if at all.  If the Palestinians suffer as a result, that is purely the consequence of their own freely-taken electoral action; no-one else's.  
It is by no means unusual that a democratically elected body be shunned by other democrats who find their odour offensive.  Two examples: 
· Following a democratic election in 2000, Jorg Haidar, leader of Austria's right-wing - many would say racist - Freedom Party became a minister, in a coalition with the centre-right People's Party.  Because of the whiff of neo-Nazism emanating from Mr Haidar, the leaders of the fourteen other EU states were horrified and refused to have anything to do with Austria, even disdaining to shake hands with members of the Austrian government.  America was similarly outraged though didn't actually do any boycotting.  
· The following year, it was Italy's turn to attract the EU's wrath over a general election that looked like producing a “wrong” result.  With Belgium holding the EU presidency, its foreign minister, Louis Michel, spoke for the EU when he threatened sanctions (without really explaining why) against Italy should voters dare to support Umberto Bossi’s separatist, rightist Northern League.  Voters, however, had the temerity to ignore Mr Michel, and promptly propelled the Northern League into a ruling coalition with Silvio Berlusconi's “Forza Italia”, which lasted for five years, far longer than any of the other fourteen post-war Italian governments.  And Mr Michel was not able to deliver the EU spite he had promised.  
Hamas is a political organization committed to terrorist solutions to its problems, whether with the hated Jews, or as we have so recently seen their co-religionist brother Palestinians from Fatah.  
Their election to the PA was entirely legitimate; their rejection by right-thinking people and countries is equally legitimate.  Their enforced, violent, murderous seizure of Gaza is, however, illegitimate.  

Bollards
The photograph on the next page was taken at Dublin's International Financial Services Centre last month.

Haven't the diligent workmen done a wonderful job on the bollards.  See how they are now meticulously cleaning up in order to go home for a well earned drink.  

But they may have overlooked something.  Anyone out there who can't see the problem? ...

Thanks Steve K for the tip-off.

Week 156's Letters to the Press
My blacklisting in newspapers evidently continues.  I battle on, unpublished, regardless.  
· Jesus and Social Radicalism
Madam, - Father Tony Flannery (Opinion, June 26th) and his defender Karl Deering (Letters, July 9th) both suffer from the same fundamental misunderstanding of Jesus' position in relation to poverty.  They seem to believe that when Jesus praised the poor, he was in fact praising any economic mechanism provided it would make or keep people poor.  Voluntary alms-giving is one thing, and certainly to be encouraged.  But what amounts to enforced alms-giving through high-tax, socialist, anti-capitalist policies that suffocate enterprise and the job-creation that follows is quite another. Jesus never advocated denying the poor the chance to become richer through hard work. - Yours etc,... 
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Scooter Libby's Conviction
Madam, - Scooter Libby is the only person tried, convicted and sentenced in connection with the leaking to the press of the name of CIA agent Valerie Plame, a felony under US law (World, July 4th).  Mr Libby's crime was perjury.  Yet the men who actually perpetrated the leak, Richard Armitage and Karl Rove, are not even brought to trial, nor is the journalist Robert Novak who wrote the story, nor the editor of the Washington Post which published it in 2003.  
Is this not an extraordinary way to run a justice system?  It perhaps adds some perspective to George Bush's intervention on behalf of Mr Libby. - Yours etc,
· Americans are Defending Iraqi and Afghani Democracy
Madam, - Various tired left-wingers regularly rant in your letters column about America's so-called penchant for torture, invasion, terror, civilian slaughter etc (eg Letters, June 28th).  But may I remind them of a central truth about Iraq and Afghanistan.  It is Islamicists, not Americans, who are initiating and perpetrating the butchery of ordinary people in both those benighted countries, in their violent attempt to overthrow the clearly expressed will of Iraqis and Afghanis for a democratic future, and to institute fascist regimes.  US forces are opposing the Islamicists, and yes both Islamicist fighters and the civilians they hide behind are dying as a result.  Under international law, such civilian deaths are attributed to the militants hiding among them in violation of all civilised norms.  
By all means criticise the Americans for military and administrative incompetence, and suggest constructive improvements.  But if they don't stand up to the Islamicists no-one will, and it will be only a matter of time before this cancer reaches our own shores.  
To object to the Americans' defence of Iraqi and Afghani democracy is to support and provide comfort for the enemy. - Yours etc, 
· High Rises for Dublin
Sir, -  [Columnist] Kevin Myers is right to extol the virtues of high rise apartments (Comment, 26 June).  City-centre high rises make the land-cost per apartment trivial, since so many people share it, as well as minimising the construction and maintenance costs.   They thus allow for proper, roomy, well appointed, efficiently sound-proofed units to be built. Moreover, the reduced costs coupled with increased availability are also likely to drag down the price of other properties in the city to more sensible levels.  
So, at a stroke, 
· good accommodation comes within reach of ordinary working people, 

· people have more leisure time and less stress though shorter commuting, 

· congestion and pollution of the city's streets are cut though less commuting, 

· international business competitiveness is enhanced through lower property costs and better lifestyle, 

· many, living within the city, within walking or bicycling or easy bussing/tramming distance from work, will conclude they don't need a car at all.  

And the beauty is that it can all be accomplished entirely through the private enterprise of people like Sean Dunne.  

Yes, Dublin's skyline will change, though whether for the worse or better is a matter of personal opinion.  But something has to change and no-one has come up with anything better that does not entail huge cash infusions from the brow-beaten taxpayer (eg building overhead highways, underground railways, “affordable” housing etc). 

And if apartment-dwelling is good enough for New York millionaires (few of whom live in houses), it should certainly be good enough for Dubliners. - Yours etc, 

This letter is based on a 
(in retrospect somewhat premature) 
2004 blog-post, 
“Dublin Climbing Skyward - At Last”
Quotes of Week 156
- - - - - - - - - - I R A Q - - - - - - - - - -
Quote: “You had all the civil and military authority for northern Iraq.  You gave the orders to the troops to kill Kurdish civilians and put them in severe conditions. You subjected them to wide and systematic attacks using chemical weapons and artillery. You led the killing of Iraqi villagers. You restricted them in their areas, burned their orchards, killed their animals. You committed genocide.”
Judge Mohammed Oreibi al-Khalifa, 
on sentencing Ali Hassan al-Majid, 
Saddam's trusted cousin and lieutenant, 
otherwise known as Chemical Ali, 
to death by hanging

“Thanks be to God”, 
mutters the sentenced man in reply
- - - - - - - - - - J I H A D - - - - - - - - - -
Quote: “The police and the security services deserve the fullest support and co-operation from each and every sector of our society, including all Muslims.”
Muhammed Abdul Bari, 
Secretary General of the MCB (Muslim Council of Britain), 
in a surprising reversal of policy.

Less than a year ago, he threatened that 
police investigation of Islamicist crimes would result in
Muslim terrorists proliferating in number to 
two million, 35% of them in London

Quote: “Let's not create a hypothetical problem … [the Glasgow and London terrorist attacks] can be the work of Muslims, Christians, Jews or Buddhists.” (Yeah, right).  
Daud Abdullah, the MCB's Deputy Secretary General, 
doesn't seem to be quite on message
- - - - - - - - - - I R E L A N D - - - - - - - - - -
Quote: “The extreme, female embodiment of that [Fianna Fail party] culture is the unspeakable Flynn-woman, a proven liar, a fraudster, a creature of no integrity, and a traitor who, in any state with a clearly defined public morality, would be in jail..”
Columnist Kevin Myers describes Beverly Cooper Flynn, 
Irish parliamentary member for Mayo, 
who narrowly escaped bankruptcy 
by cutting a dubious, secret, 54% discount deal 
with RTÉ, Ireland's state broadcaster, 
whom she owed €2.8m for foolishly taking a failed libel case 
over her encouragement of others to evade taxes.

- - - - - - - - - - U N - - - - - - - - - -
Quote: “The way of selecting ‘new seven wonder’ is not scientific ... It is not sufficient to recognise the emotional value of certain sites, but they have to be evaluated with scientific criteria.”
UNESCO (and other critics) dislike the way 
seven modern-day Wonders of the World have been selected 
by one million people in an online poll.  
They think this honour should fall to the high and mighty of the UN, 
not the unwashed hoi-polloi.
The wonders are

· The Inca citadel of Machu Picchu at Cuzco, Peru
· Mexico's Mayan ruins at Chichen Itza

· The Colosseum in Rome

· The Taj Mahal in India

· The Great Wall of China

· Petra in Jordan
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