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Pictured in the Fels Point Hotel

THE NINE IRISH CONTESTANTS OF THE 2007 Howei. The ‘Cork, Kerry.‘and Dubl

ROSE OF TRALEE o e Bt

POSE TOGETHER FOR THE FIRST TIME,
~AND SHARE WITH US THEIR HOPES FOR e O e e
o THE WORLD FAMOUS FESTIVAL proust of in Ircland. Although no

a beauty contest, they are all beautifu




Tralee, Co. Kerry are the nine Irish finalists for the 2007 Rose of Tralee - (Left to right) Wicklow Rose Lisa Marie Berry, Longford Rose Grainne Fox, Kerry
Aisling Reihill, Dublin Rose Aoife Judge, Limerick Rose Melaine Carroll, Westmeath Rose Marisa Murray, Derry Rose Niamh O'Kane and Cork Rose Mary-Rose
Roses came through individual heats in their own counties to claim a place in the final, while the other six contestants all won through from the regional
clothes are from Debenehams in Tralee and all the jewellery is from Newbridge Silverware, chief sponsors of the Rose Of Tralee Festival

but also extremely well educated,
poised, talented and articulate
- the true epitome of modern Irish
womanhood. That is certainly worth
recognising and celebrating. This year,
5 from around Ireland went to
] finals, held in Limerick,
girls getting through. Dublin,

Cork and Kerry held their own fi
and these girls will join their Irish
wional counterparts for the

lin is August.
1e nine Irish

Roses for this shoot in the new home
of the Festival, the stunning Fels Point
Hotel. Stylists, hairdressers, make-up
artists and chief sponsor Newhridge
Silverware were on hand to prepare the
girls for their moment in the spotlight
and, contrary to what one might expect,
there was not a tantrum or tiara in

sight!

Cork Rose Mary Rose Howell (24)
Despite hating odd numbers, the fact
that she was the seventh girl on stage

in the Cork heats and the date was
7/7/2007 proved lucky for Mary Rose.
On a career break as a Youth Respite
Worker with Dvstrophy
Ireland, she has just returned from a
round the world trip with boyfriend of
11 years, Dave O'Driscoll. Her father
was diagnosed with the illness when
she was a small child, and lobbying to
bility is a subject
Being from
ind the fact that her parents have
fostered close on 70 children since she

Muscular

close

was a child, means that there will be
no shortage of supporters for Mary
Rose at the Festival!

Mary, did you always dream of
becoming a Rose?

Always! When 1 was younger if
someone asked me what 1 wanted to
be, I said ‘the Rose of Tralee’. With
my name being Mary Rose, [ thought
it was meant to be.

What qualities make you a good
Rose?

Firstly, to be a

rood role for v ’




people because they look up to you,
Then o be a good ambassador for
Cork, it's a fantastic county and I'm
so proud to be from there and [
want to do it proud.

You're with your boyfriend 11
- when’s he going to pop the

aught the bouquet at the last
two weddings we've been to! My
friend is getting married on
ay, I'm hoping to make it three
in a row, so you never know!

What would it be like if you won?
Being selected as the Cork Rose was
it for me. If I never got to Tralee it
would be OK because I feel like a
vinner already. I can't imagine it;
I'll have to let this sink in first.

Derry Rose Niamh O'Kane (22)
The prospect of performing on
age would leave some in a panic, so
it isn’t hard to imagine the courage
it takes for someone who has
overcome a stammer. Niamh, from
Maghera, developed a stammer
as a child and despite different
treatments, it was not until she
attended the McGuire Programme
a year and a hall ago that she
noticed an improvement. She s}
now studying to become a Primary
Coach on the programme, has just
finished her teaching degree and i}
a pari-time carer with the elderly
For a girl who once attended an
intery nd could not get a word)
out, being a Rose is a dream come)
true...

Niamh, are you concerned that
being in such a stressful situation
might cause your stammer to
return?

I really think it’s exorcising mj
ghosts. The Programme is all abouty
getting out of your comfort zon€)
and T think this is probably the
number one way of doing that.
Are you Nervous about
performi
I'm more w since looking back
over my performance in Limerick. T
realised I'm not as good a singer asi
I thought. I thought [ was in tune!
Roses are often synonymous with
the caring professions. Why did yout
become a carer?

I did it for a summer four years
ago; I loved it so much [ kept it}
on. It's so important, it's made me
be a better person. It makes youl
more thankful and appreciate what
}".L\l NC
Are you looking forward to meeting
your escort?

Yes, you never know what might
h n there! My friends are too;
they're single and looking for
introductions!

Dublin Rose Acife Judge (21)
Glasnevin girl Aoife has just finished
a BA in History and Politics, and
WANIS 10 pursue a career in television
presenting. This may sound like
a pipe dream, but not for Aoife,
who has experience presenting on
¥ ision Network, and
2 19 other contestants for the
Dublin Rose. Aoife has confidence
that belies her young vears, but
hefore anyone thinks this is purely
for selfish reasons, she is doing it
for her Granny who passed away
in 2002 and whom she knows is
: . looking down and smiling.

: ; / » : R Bpn Seal How are you enjoying the shoot
(Pictured above) Wicklow Rose Lisa Marie Berry, Derry Rose Niamh O’Kane, Longford Rose Grainne Fox and BLLOH

Westmeath Rose Marisa Murray. Niamh has shown particular courage in entering this year's el la DL TR ) [s absolulely fantastic, it's things
has always suffered from a very bad stammer, which has only been improved by treatment in the past year and a this that make it fecl more
half. When asked about her motivation for entering the pageant, Niamh told us " really think it’s exorcising my al.

ghosts. The programme is all about getting out of your comfort zone and | think this is LG ELTVRT R TTT LT Al What makes a good Rose?

way of doing that.” (Far right) Fermanagh Rose Aisling Reihill, Limerick Rose Melanie Carroll and Cork Rose [IELAN | think she has (0 be unique, She
sRose Howell turn on the style!
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has to be ladylike, to smile readily,






Out and about in Tralee are (l-r)

imerick Rose Melanie Carroll, Longford Rose Grainne Fox and Dublin Rose Aoife Judge. Grainne is an accomplished
musician, and has performed in public many times, so we asked her if this would be an advantage on the night of the Grand Final. "l don’t think so,”
she told us, “because every single girl in this competition has so much to offer.

watching me, so | don’t get as nervous. It definitely helped for the Regionals...”

to be friendly and polite, to be
generous with her time and have
an infectious personality. People
compare this festival to Miss Ireland,
but Miss Ireland is looking for one
quality, which is physical beauty. Here
vou are looking for the rounded
woman, what she stands for, believes
in and values and that's why it's a
unique competition.

What do you say to the people who
criticise the Festival?

These girls are so talented. It's a nice

way to show off our young women for
who they really are, not just dollies.
Are you looking forward to ir?
Absolutely, having been in the hotel
and seen how beautiful it is, the next
time I'm here it'll be in full swing, I
can’t wait,

Fermanagh Rose Aisling Reihill (20)
Aisling’sstoryreallyisatale of tracksuits
to tiaras! A former ULG intercounty
medal ner and Plaver of the Year,
Aisling is the first girl from Fermanagh

ever to get to the Rose of Tralee.

om Donagh, Aisling is studying

Ulster in Jordanstown and will be
bringing a huge contingent to Tralee
- even her poor neglected boyfriend!
You train the underage girls foothall
team, are they excited for you?

E since I've won, they've been
making me little cards; they think I'm
a princess just because I have a taral
Would you encourage younger girls to
become a Rose?

iotherapy in the University of

| wouldn’t like to be a judge. Saying that, I'm used to lots of people

Seeing how good it is, I definitely
would. It is such a good experience,
we are being treated like rovalty and
all the girls are lovely.

Will you perform your football skills
as your party piece?

I could have a game with Ray and
teach him to solo, but I don't think
that would go with the heels! It would
be funny, but I'm playing it safe with
a poem.

GAA is very much part of Irish
culture, do you think the Rose of’




- it's also getting so broad

rnational, the way Ireland is.

We've all been watching it since we

were children and I think there is a

part of every girl that would love to
be a Rose

Kerry Rose Laura Costelloe (22)

The day of the Kerry lection
will live long in Laura’s memory,
She finished her finals in Law and
European Studies at the University of
Limerick, jumped in the car and was
crowned the Kerry Rose that night!
She has since got her results, first
class honours and is hoping that the
good luck will continue, but she has
her Rose shoes firmly planted on the
ground! With the spotlight on the
home girl, her dress, designed by

Rose se

local designer Karen Doyle, is a closely
guarded secret
Laura, is there added pressure being
the home Rose?
It's more support than pressure
Because I'm from Tralee, the whole
town is behind me, the cnuincly
already
They are more delighted for me than
expecung me to win and, as I've been
reminded, a Kerry Rose has never
won!
Will all that support make it easier for
you on the night?
It will be a bit nerve wracking, as you
are more in the spatlight as the home
girl. T'm so conscious of representing
my town. I grew up with this F al, [
love it and [ still ean't believe that I'm
m it T hope that I won't do anything
that will reflect badly on my town, my

county or me, so I'm a bit nervous. [
always wanted to be a Rose, so it's a
dream come true.

How does it feel to be filling the shoes
that you always looked up to?

Every time I see the sash I think, ‘oh
my God I'm the Kerry Rose'!

Limerick Rose Melanie Carroll (22)
Limerick lass Melanie embodies all
that is good in the modern Irish
woman intelligent, mannerly,
focused and beautiful. Here is a girl
wha knows where she is going in life.
She is presenily daing her W

European and Comparative L

University of Limerick and hopes 1o
become a solicitor. Proudly supported
by her family and boyfriend, Mark
Kiely, if Limerick were looking for an
ambassador o champion its cause, it

need look no further than Melanie

Are Roses and solicitors not at opposite

ends of the spectrum?

A Rose has to be a people person, as
a solicitor, so I think the two roles

How important is it for you to present
Limerick in a good light?
Extremely important. My roots go really
deep in Limerick; it has a_piece of
my heart. I think a lot of the media
attention is unwarranted, but all T can
say is that the Limerick I know is not
like that. It has had so much bad press
that it's almost forgotten how good it
is, but I really feel that is changing, as
e will show,
there pressure on you to do your
best? i
Yes, but it's good pressure. You want
to do yourself, your family and your

county proud and that makes
you work harder.

Did you always want to be a
Rose?

I always admired them: they
represent something that is
great. They are independent
women who have a goal in life,
they have direction and focus,
L think any parent would want
their daughter to embody
that iy

Longford Rose Griinne Fox
(23)

Sponsored by the Spiral Tree in
Longford, Grai

to be representing

at the Festival. She has recently
finished her H Dip in Music
Teaching and can’t wait to

impart Iner passion for music
to the younger generation. At
various stages she has played
guitar, reecorder, violin, flute

harp andi banjo, choosing now
to focus on the piano and has
participaited in Seér na n"Og
many times, Would winning
the Rose: of Tralee be another
string 10 her bow

Do you think being used to
the stagee gives you the upper
hand?

I don't thhink so, because every
single girrl in this competition
has so much rto offer. I
wouldn’tr like to be a judge
Saying thhat I'm used to lots of
people wiatching me, so I don’t
ge wervous. It definitely
helped fdor the Regionals, so




(Top left) The nine Irish Roses relax in the Fels Point Hotel in Tralee while (above)
Westmeath Rose Marisa Murray and Cork Rose Mary-Rose Howell are pictured in the grounds
of the hotel




hopefully...

Are you very confident in yourself?

In some areas I would be. I'm a teacher
s0 I'm used to standing up in front of
people. Howe when it comes ta
singing and playing the piano, I will
be nervous...

What will you perform?

Maybe the song that was the first one
pls at my parents weddi They
are 25 rs married the week of the
Festival, but I think that Daddy might
get embarrassed.

Is he proud of his daughter?

He is, but he’s quieter about it. Mammy
is so excited running around telling
everyone.

You said you wouldn’t like to be a
judge, why do you think you were
picked?

I honest to God don't know. From
what I saw at the Regionals they could
have put all the girls through, maybe I
was just picked out of a hat!

Westmeath Rose Marisa Murray
(25)

At 25, Marisa is the elder lemon of the
group, and admits that now is the right
time for her to enter the competition,
A Sales Executive for Nestlé, she has
the healthy realism that it's not about
winning, but the fact that she tried.
She sailed through the Regional Finals
in Limerick, perhaps due to the fact
that driving around the country for
a living, listening to Ray D'Arcy on
Today FM, made her feel like she
knew him and put her at her case. At
the time of this shoot, Marisa had a
hairline fracture to her foor, with her
leg in a cast, putting her party piece
tor the show in doubt...

Please tell us you weren’t going to do
a dance?

I was, but maybe now it's a good
thing!

Sales people are known for their gift
of the gab - has your job helped with
this?

It has helped me to be more confident,
but it's something that I love, I love
being surrounded by people and think
it comes naturally.

Do you have to have loads of
confidence to get up on stage?

I think so, it's hard and I will have
nerves, but it's a once in a lifetime
chance to showcase what you're like
a5 a person. I will try and forget about
the audience and imagine it's just a
chat with Ray. 3

Do you think the notion of the Rose
is dated?

It has become more modern. It sill
represents young women, their dreams
and aspirations,

What are you looking for in your
escort?

I'm not too fussy, someone I can ge
on with and have a laugh. Personaliry
is much more important than looks.
With the dodgy leg, I'm looking for a
big strong man!

Wicklow Rose Lisa Marie Berry (20)
20year-old  Lisa has experience
befitting someone twice, even three
times her age. She's a professional
Irish dancer having performed and
travelled with Riverdance, Noel V
Ginnity’s Traditional Irish Cabaret
Show and Dervish. She is studying
for a BA in UCD, hoping to become
a secondary school teacher and is
the first Wicklow Rose to get to the
Festival. Firsts are not new to Lisa
from a disadvantaged area in Bray,
i - she is the first member of her family
. - o - to attend college and is an inspiration
On a rare sunny moment this summer, Wicklow Rose Lisa Marie Berry and Kerry Rose Laura Costelloe are RERimer iR T aer pressure on
pictured together! As the "home’ Rose, we asked Laura if she felt there was more pressure on her LUENROTL TG 1o (o perform her par cce, with
girls - "It’s more support than pressure,” she told us. "Because I'm from Tralee, the whole town is LU ihe help of her dance teacher Olive
they are genuinely delighted and feel like winners already. They are more delighted for me than expecting me [JEITTNIERS RVSIIR AR
> to win and as I've been reminded, a Kerry Rose has never won!”
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